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BC is still working on Amendment 5 to the Energy Efficiency Standards Regulation: 

 includes a cleanup of the regulation to get rid of old outdated standards and 
streamline/organize the current regulations.  

 May include a lighting standard for T8s, but a decision has not been made yet. 

 May include a regulation on set-top boxes, though this is under review given the federal interest 
in a voluntary industry agreement 

 May include a regulation for MR16 lighting (small diameter reflector lamps). California is holding 
a workshop to determine scope and then publish an RIS.  

 
We had drafted regulations for NG boilers (90%) and ground-source heat pumps, but have decided to 
remove them because the newly released BC Building Code has adopted these standards into the code, 
which covers both new buildings and existing (when there are permits/renos). 
 
In April, an update to the BC Building Code was finally released. The section on commercial buildings has 
a dual compliance path of NECB 2011 or ASHRAE 90.1 2010 and will come into effect Dec 2013. The 
residential and small buildings section matches the National Building Code, except has the ER path for 
windows is not available (U-value is required). It includes new provisions for heat pumps, furnaces, and 
insulation. It will go into effect December 2014.  
 
There are ventilation requirements in the code that are yet to come. 
 
On the utility DSM side, BC Hydro has entered into an electricity surplus which is making it difficult to 
maintain current DSM spending levels. Electricity rate increases are in the headlines these days for both 
BC Hydro and FortisBC Inc.  
 
The BC Liberals won the provincial election in a surprise landslide. This government has a strong focus 
on natural gas development and cost cutting, and we are not sure yet how energy efficiency and climate 
action will play into all of this.  
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